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obliges me for the moment to keep to my bed.   But a few days of
rest and good air will, I believe, put me to rights.
With very cordial thanks for your gift,

I am, my dear Goschen,
Yours Sincerely,

LANSDOWNE.

Lord Lansdowne never had any illusions about the Germans.
At the time England, at Germany's request, undertook to co-operate
with them in order to obtain a permanent settlement of the differ-
ences between China and the Great Powers, the English Government
experienced an undercurrent of resentment on the part of the Chinese
diplomats. Inquiries elicited the fact that the German Government
had been secretly informing the Chinese that England intended to
occupy Shanghai permanently and had no intention of leaving it
when matters were settled. Lansdowne, who was then Foreign
Secretary, wrote them a dispatch which was probably one of the
stiffest ever written. He openly accused the German Government
of falsehood and of circulating lies in order to prejudice the Chinese
against the English. A few days after this the Kaiser visited England
and spent a week-end at Sandringham. Lansdowne was one of
those invited to meet him and he expected that his visit would
not be very pleasant. The Kaiser, however, never alluded to the
incident.

If Lord Lansdowne could revisit these glimpses of the moon,
what would he think of Berkeley Square to-day ?

Well, whatever the "Brave New World" is like, we can be very
sure that it will be neither leisured nor dignified.

CHAPTER   VI
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IN the 'forties and 'fifties there was no more distinguished personality
in politics than Lord Derby. He seems to have possessed every
quality. His musical voice, beautiful English and elegant scholar-
ship delighted the House and Ms graciousness and courtesy earned
him the name of "the Rupert of debate/' With it all he had a